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THE BLESSINGS OF THE SABBATH DAY . Ao Sl oy WIS
The Bible teaches that Elohim created the world in six doys and rested on the seventh day, Gen. 1-2:3. The word Sobboth meons, “rest”. 1-2:3, Samib qr.'.::' m&;&m e e gl i 3 m.f aa;sﬁ;:& %ﬂﬁ&gﬂﬁ

The Seriptures teach that Elohim blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it, Gen2:3, it is still a blessing to mankind today. Isoiah.56:2 says,
"Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, ond keepeth his hand
from doing any evil." In the fourth of the Ten Commandments we are commanded to “remember the Sabbath doy to keep it haly”. Also, our
Savior Yashuo Mashiach observed the Sabbath day, Luke 4:16. Isaiah 66:22,23 tells us that in the new heaven and new earth all mankind will
worship before Yahweh in the New Moon days and Sabbath days. So we see that the Sabbath day was created in the beginning of earth’s history,
it was commanded in the Ten Commandments , it was observed by Yoshua Mashiach and will be keep by all mankind in the New Heaven ond
Earth.

The seventh day is Saturday s any dictionary or encycdlopedia will show, also the common practice of the Jews today show thot Soturday
is the Sabbath day. Many Christians think that because Messioh rose from the dead on the first day of the week that we should now keep Sunday
os the Sabbath. But the Scriptures never say that the Sabbath day was changed. Messiah Yashua rose from the dead in fulfillment of the barley
wave sheal offering of Leviticus 23:10,11, which was always offered on the “day after the Sabbath”. Thus the seventh day Sabbath is still a spedial
set apart and blessed day for mankind today, lsaiah 56,6,7.
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For strait is the gate, and narrow is the way
that leads to life, and few there be that find it.
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What is His Name and what is His Son's Name? proverbs 30:4
Throughout the Biblical Scriptures the Name of the Heavenly Father is used more thon 6500 limes. In the Hebrew Old Testament Seriptures the Nome of
the Creator is spelled as 71777, According to the Hebrew speaking Jews this is pronounced o5 “Yohweh™, and has the meaning of self existent , eternal. In
Hebrew a Name has meaning and if the nome changes the meaning also changes. In most English Bibles the Creators Name has been erroneously translated
as “the LORD". In most Telugu Bibles the Mame o3 been spelled as Yehovah as this is the vowels that are supplied in many Hebrew manuscripts, but these vowels
were not in the original Hebrew manuscripts. All Hebrew scholars admit thot the spelling Yehovah is o cover up by Hebrew Massoritic Scribes, done in order to
keep anyone from pronounding the correct Nome of the Creator. The prophet Moshe once met the Creator ond osked Him whot His Nome is. The Creator told
Moshe that His Name is Yohweh and thot this is His memorial to all generafions, Ex. 3:15.
If the Creator’s Nome is Yahweh, what is the Hebrew Noame of His Son? Acts 4:12 says that there is one Mame under heaven where by we must be soved.
Most of the Mew Testoment is preserved loday in the Greek longuoge, but acording to eorly Christion histerians the books of Matthew and Hebrews were
originally written in Hebrew ond we still hove existent Hebrew manuscripts of these two books today. In the book of Hebrews the Name of the Son of Yohweh is
spedled os 21, this is the some Name as the Son of Nun in the 0ld Testament and it is vowel pointed os Yehoshua by the Hebrew Seribes, but the short form
of the Fathers Mome is Yoh not Yeh, for example Holleluyoh means, “proise you Yoh" Thus Yoheshua is the corret full form of the Sen's Name, and means

“Yohweh's solvation”. This Nome in time was shorlened to 292, and should be pronounced os Yashua. For mare info on this topit do read the booklet “What
is His Nome. .." availoble from the following contacts, A.Y. English Medium School, Kombotlopalem, Gumparru Post, W.G. di, AP 534266, 0B814-215333

Wi sevendayweek. com 1. Jewish Encyclopedia vol. 12, p. 119; Enceclopedia Judaicn Vel 7 p.480
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THE ANNUAL FESTIVALS OF YAHWEH

All religions of the world have festivals that they observe. In the Bible Yahweh also gave His people festivals that teach about solvation for all mankind.
There are three main festivals in the Bible, Pesach, Shavuot, and Sukket. These festivols that were commanded by Yahweh in the Low(Ex.23:14-17) were olso
observed by Yashua Mashioch{Lk.2:41 42; Jn. 7:37). Christions todoy will abserve the festivals of Christmas and Easter, but neither of these manmode holidays
are mentioned in the Bible. Christmas irees, Eoster eggs ond Santa Clous oll have their roots in oncient pogan customs.

Pesach/Matzohs/Unleavened Bread - This is an eight day festival that comes during the horvest of the Barley in Ysroel and commemarates the time when
the Ysoelites come out of slavery in Mitsrayim (Egypt). Yashuo Mashioch also died and was resurrected during the fime of this festival. See 1Cor. 5:7.8
Shavuot/Pentecost/Weeks - This one doy festival comes during the time of the Wheat harvest in Ysroel. This festival commemorates the time when the Ten
Commandments were given from Mount Sinai. In Acts 2 the Holy Spirit of Yahweh fell in fullness of power upon the eorly disciples of Yashuo Mashiach upon this
doy.

Sukkot/Tobernacles/Ingathering - This festival comes during the time of the Grope harvest in Ysroel. Sukkot means “temporary dwellings” and is to remind
us that we only live in this world for o short time. This festival also reminds us of when Yashua Mashiach will return to this world and eventually establish o
new Kingdom of peace and righteousness in Heaven and Earth.

Purim and Honukoh ore Jewish Troditional festivals that are mentioned in the Bible and commemorate times of deliverance from their enemies. But these
festivals are not commanded by Yahweh.
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D B0 GRS TPENHNED ) ALY B VDOMHEY Jin o8 HOGES || Zeph 3:9 “For then will | restore to the people a pure speech that they may
’ 2 py gy M
DEHO OJES. BHars 3:9 all call upon the Name of Yahweh, to serve Ham.m unity. |
SIS B BeoenSoth ©BRLED KOO HHHOMIOS 2 ERAOR B axden In one of the most remarkable prophecies of the Bible the prophet

Zecharyah fortells the removal of the curse of Babel (Gen. 11:1-9) with the
restoration of a one world language where the people serve Yahweh Elohim
in unity.
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erarE0d 80R), ardnen @nddd e grh oo || Bible has been preservedin. Although there have been changes in the mod-
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language given to mankind, Gen.14:13; 10:21. The prophet Zecharyah says

APEPEIGE) dire RG0S0 2.8 arnd 0o, esaptiy A AneaSo araaaD SHean SAHEs ; .
ik o R e SRt e that there will be a restoration of a pure speech that all may call upon the

BETa0ED ;1'1:'*‘;;_‘33?&3 SPETR AR axdowndadin, af-éi;-ﬁﬁ:-é 8000, G TR0T 06, COTE *t*-a_z?::i‘n-::nﬁ Name of Yahweh. Calliﬂg on the Name of Yahweh meant more than jUSt
ROV BaHB, Grraen 2:32; avden 1:27-30; 1P 2:4; 00 &G0 S -|| vocalizing the Creators Name but it also entailed, devoted, sincere worship,
COrd HROOEOANE, HNEY S Haeo DG F°08, DIrEEHKD, wdossw weaw (| and living the life Yahweh had commanded us to live, see Joel 2:32; Prov.
e BTris 20088 DBHOTER ANDHD 2P DA, 1:27-30; IJohn 2:4. Being that Yahweh is the Creator of all mankind He knows

the proper way for man to live that he might have peace, happiness and
blessings in his life.

Thus, in order to have deeper study of the Hebrew Scriptures, that we
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OB, basic knowledge of the Hebrew is very beneficial. Below is a transliteration
SRS (S50 .G guide of the Hebrew alphabet into English and Telugu equivalent letters.
\_ U Tony B Suckla
4 1 N Alef a e8D s
2 - Beit b 58 S
3 J Gimmel g ARS A
4 A Dalet d =e§ &
5 I Hey h % S
6 1 Waw WiV 5 5
7 ) Zayin Z wansS &
8 M Heth ch FE-FF S
9 th Tet t 38 5
10 ? Yod y &6 =
11 - Caf k 5 5
12 5 Lamed | PG 5
13 . Mem m 5 S
14 J Nun n &8 5
15 @ Samek s > 05
16 U Ayin A oS D
17 B Fay p/ph % 5
18 ¥ Tsadey ts a8 &, ¢
19 = Qowph ¢ 9 $
20 ) Resh r 3% 5
21 W Shin sh/s &5 s
22 D Tav t/th & 5
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How does the Biblical year begin?

In Genesis 1:14, Yahweh stated on the tourth
day of earth’s history what we should use
to start the vear. “And Elohim said, Let there
be lights in the expanse of the heaven to divide
the day from the night, and let them be for signs,
and for appointed times, and for days and years.”
Gen. 1:14 “And Elohim made two great lights;

the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser

light to rule the night:"vs 16. So how could
the Sun determine when the year should

begin? There are onlv two annual

reoccurring phenomenon of the sun that

could possibly set the time for the vears.

That would be the equinoxes and the
solstices.  So which of these signs should
start the vear? In Ex. 12:2 Yahweh told
Moshe “this month shall be the beginning of
months to you, it shall be the first month of the
year for you.”  When Yahweh spoke these
words to Moshe it was around the time of
the growing of the barley, which would be
about the time of the vernal equinox. Also
the ninth plague of darkness for three days
had just come to Egypt. The Egyptians
worshipped a god called Osiris and they
believed that he resurrected each year on
the day of the vernal equinox. According
to both Jewish and non-Jewish philosophies
a person was not dead until after the second
day, thus three days of darkness during the
time of the vernal equinox was an
appropriate time to make a mockery of the
Egyptian belief and put their god to death.
Then right after this plague the words come
to Moshe, “This moon{month) shall be the
beginning of months to you, it shall be the first
month of the year for you.”  So this evidence
shows that the vernal equinox is to have
something to do with the start of the year,
but what exact role does it play?

In the year 499BC the Babylonian calendar
changed to where it started following a year
that starts with the first new moon on or after
the vernal equinox. Babylon had
conquered Jerusalem sometime around
600BC and possibly the influence of the
Jews in Babylon helped to bring this
change. The post-exilic books of Ezra,
Mehemiah and Esther were
somewhere between 460-440BC.
books all use Babylonian month names for

written

These

the Jewish calendar rather than the original
Jewish names, see Ezra 6:15; Neh. 6:15;
Meh. 2:1 and Esther 3:7. Unless the Jewish
calendar was following the same timing for
the months there would have been
unacceptable confusion with the names of
Thus Biblical and

historical evidence confirms that the Jewish

the months the same.

year in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah
started with the first visible crescent on or
after the Vernal Equinox. Ezra was a scribe
and priest of the Torah, he traced his
ancestry back to Aaron, the first high priest
of Ysrael, see Ezra 7:1-5, 11, Ezra stated that
he “prepared his heart to seek the law of Yahweh,
and to do it, and to teach in lsrael statutes and
judgments.” Ezra 7:10 One of the functions
of a priest of Yahweh was to teach the laws
of Yahweh, Lev. 10:11. The priests of
Yahweh were ordained to teach His laws
and as the people came into harmony with
Yahweh's Laws then they had blessings,

peace and unity. Ps. 133:1-3 says, “Behold,

Compiled by Tony B, Suckla

how good and how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell together in unity! °It is like the
precious ointment upon the head, that ran
down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard:
that went down to the skirts of his garments;

'As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that
descended upon the mountains of Zion: for
there Yahweh commanded His blessing,
even life for evermore.”

The oil being poured upon the head of
Aaron the high priest was the ceremony by
which he was ordained of Yahweh to teach
His laws to the people. The people could
only have peace, unity and blessings as they
came into harmony with the Laws that
Yahweh gave and Aaron was ordained to
teach. Thus the same principal holds true
for us today, we need to come into harmony
with what Yahweh spoke through Mosheh
and was taught by Aaron the high priest and
Ezra the priest in Ysrael in 470BC.

In Elephantine Egypt, between the years
of 472BC-400BC, papyri documents have
been found of letters that were written
between the Jews in Elephantine Egypt and
the Jews in Jerusalem. These letters are
double dated with both the Egyptian date
and the date that the Jews were using as
well, and during this seventy two year
period the vear always started with the new
moon on or after the Vernal Equinox.  This
was during the days of Ezra and Nehemiah.

Yahshua Mashiach is called our true great
high priest in the Scriptures, Heb. 4:14. So
how was the year started in Yahshua’s day?

Philo of Alexandria, 20BC-A0AD, was a
prominent Jewish citizen and historian of the
Jewish nation. When a pogrom was made
against the Jews in Alexandria, Egypthe was
chosen to go to Rome and represent the
Jewish Nation to Caesar. Philo wrote in the
first century AD about how the Jews started
their years. He stated, “(Scripture) thinks it

proper to reckon the cycle of months from

the vernal equinox. Moreover, (this month)

is said to be the ‘first’ and the ‘beginning’ by

synonymy, since these (terms) are explained
by each other, for it is said to be the first both
in order and in power; similarly that time
which proceeds from the vernal equinox also
appears (as) the beginning both in order and
in power, in the same way as the head (is
the beginning) of a living creature. And thus
those who are learned in astronomy have
given this name to the before-mentioned
time. For they call the Ram the head of the
zodiac since in it the sun appears to produce
the vernal equinox”. Philo, Supplement 11,
“Questions and Answers on Exodus, p.2,3.
Yahshua did no sin and one reason He was
sent into this world was to give mankind an
example to follow. According to Philo, the
Jews in the first century A.D. followed a
calendar that started the year with the new
moon on or after the vernal equinox. In
order for us to have peace and blessings in
our life we need to come into harmony with
the priests of Yahweh, e.g. Ezra and Yahshua
Mashiach, our great high priest.
For more info see the websites:

www.biblicalcalendar.org
http:/ /ponderscripture.org/ PDFY%20Files /
Balancing®s20the%20Calendar.pdf
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The festival of Shavuot; meaning and timing

Meaning of Names
Shavuot is a Hebrew word that means, “weeks”. This festival is also called the
feast of harvest or firstfruits. In the New Testament it is called Pentecost which
means, “fiftieth.”
Rest Day
Shavuot is a commanded annual festival of the Torah. The day is a commanded
rest day in which no regular work is to be done.
First fruits
Shavuot celebrates the offering of the first fruits of the wheat harvest in Ysrael.
It starts with the offering of the firstfruits of the barley harvest.
Giving of the Law
Shavuot always occurs in the third month of the Hebrew year, the giving of the
Ten Commandments was also in the third month(Ex. 19:1); thus this day is traditionally
celebrated as a day of the giving of the Law.
Day of Purity
Before the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai, Yahweh told the Ysraelites, (Ex.
19:10)"Go unto the people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow, and let them
wash their clothes, and be ready against the third day,...v14 and Moshe sanctified
the people, and they washed their clothes and he said unto the people, be ready
against the third day; come not at your wives.”
Resurrection of Mashiach
In the typical service no new produce of the barley harvest could be eaten fill
the offering of the firstfruits. The day of the waving of the firstfruits of the barley
harvest started the fifty day count to the festival of Shavuot. In | Cor. 15:20
Mashiach is called the firstfruits of the dead. Thus the start to the count of Shavuot
is a memorial of the resurrection of Mashiach, done once per year, not every
week, as most Christians do.
Unity
Shavuot was a one day festival. All the men living in Ysrael were commanded to
attend to it each year. Thus much time and effort was exerted by many to keep
this festival. Why such effort for one day? In Acts 2:1 it tells how the early
disciples of Yahshua Messiah were all in one accord on the day of Shavuot; Yahweh
recognized the fact and sent His Holy Spirit in fullness of power upon the early
disciples. Thus this one day is to be a reminder to us that Yahweh wants us to be in
oneness or Unity with each other and then He will be able to send His Holy Spirit
upon us again in fullness of power as he did to the first disciples of Mashiach. See
Joel 2:1-11
Timing
Through the last two thousand years there has been much controversy amongst
the Jews about the timing of the count to Shavuot. In the days of Yahshua Mashiach
the sect of the Pharisees started the count on Abib 16 whereas the Sadducees
started on the day after the first Shabbat of Pesach. In order to know the truth of
this issue, there are three Scriptures that need to be understood. Lev. 23:9-21; Dt.
16:9-11; and Joshua 5:10-12
Leviticus 23:9-21
This is the foundational Scripture for understanding the timing of Shavuot. Yahweh
directly spoke this to Moshe and commanded him to tell to the sons of Ysrael. All
of the annual holy days are explained in Lev. 23 and with each one Yahweh gave
the exact month and day that each is to commence on, thus there is no controversy
on the timing of those days. But with Shavuot, Yahweh never said to start the count
on first month, sixteenth day. Had Yahweh said Abib 16 there would be no

controversy today. But Yahweh did not say Abib 16 because that is not what He

meant. What He did say was, “Speak unto the sons of Ysrael, and say unto them, When enter
the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the
firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: And he shall wave the sheaf before Yahweh, to be accepted for
you: on the morrow after the shabbat the priest shall wave it.” Lev. 23:10,11

Notice, Yahweh told Moshe to tell the sons of Ysrael to cut a firstfruits sheaf of their barley harvest and
bring it to the priest. The priest did not do the cutting. Each individual farmer in Ysrael would cut a sheaf
of their barley harvest and they would keep it to give to the priest. The inhabitants of Ysrael were
commanded to keep the festivals at one certain location. Thus after the farmers cut their firstfruit offering
of the barley harvest, they would then carry that to the place where they would keep the feast of Pesach
and they would give it to the priest who would wave it before Yahweh on the day after the Shabbat.

In verse 16, we read, “the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days.” Notice it says
seventh sabbath, not “seventh week” as some translations put it. There is a different word in Hebrew for
Week than that of Sabbath. If'seven Sabbaths are counted from the day after the first Shabbat of Pesach
then the next day is always the first day of the week.

Deuteronomy 16:9-11

Dt. 16:1-17 is a brief synopsis of the festivals given by Moshe, in vs. 9-11 neither the fiftieth day nor
the wavesheaf offering are mentioned, if this brief synopsis of Moshe was all we had, there would be
discrepancy over whether Shavuot was the 49" or 50" day and no one would even know about the
firstfiuit offerings.

Lev. 23:10,11 says the firstfruit offerings of the barley harvest was to be cut by the various farmers,
but they did not cut it on the same day as some fields ripened earlier and some had to leave for the festival
earlier than others. Some fields close to the festival site could be cut on the day of the waving of the
firstfruits offering itself. Thus verse nine would apply to those cutting the barley firstfruits offering on the
same day that it was waved.

Also, the instructions for Pesach in verses 1-8 show that this instruction was mainly for the priests and
their duties. In verse 2 Moshe says to sacrifice the Pesach from the flock and herd, (heb. Tsone ve
Bagar). In verse 3 Moshe says to eat unleavened bread with the Pesach sacrifice for seven days, In
verse five, Moshe says not to sacrifice the Pesach in your own gates, but at one central place. In verse
seven Moshe says *bashal’ boil the Pesach offering. These are all things that would be done with the
temple Pesach sacrifices of Numbers 28:16-3 1, not with the Pesach sacrifice of Exodus 12, which was
done by the head of each individual household in Ysrael. These points just show that Moshe is speaking
mainly of the priestly duties in Dt. 16:1-8. This same line of thought could be continued in verses 9-11;
thus speaking of'a ceremonial cutting on the morrow of the first Shabbat of Pesach, to officially start the
count to Shavuot.

Joshua 5:10-12

These verses have been mistranslated by some English Bibles to read “old com™ or “old grain™ in
verses |1 and 12. But the Hebrew word, “abuwr” should properly be translated as produce or yield.
Thus verse 11 should read, “And they did eat of the produce of the land on the morrow after the
passover, unleavened cakes, and parched corn in the selfsame day.”

The phrase “morrow of the Passover” is used in Numbers 33:3 and is specifically called the fifteenth of
Abib. Thus the question arises as to how the Ysraelites could be eating the produce of the land on Abib
15 as the new produce of the land, according to Lev. 23:14, could not be eaten until the wavesheaf
offering was made.

Approximately every seven years there would be two seventh day Shabbats during the Pesach festival.
Thus, if we are to offer the wavesheaf on the morrow of the Shabbat of Pesach, which Shabbat should
we use to offer the wavesheaf and thus start the count to Shavuot? Joshua 5:11 settles this question
showing that the wavesheal was already made on Abib 15 and thus the Ysraelites were able to eat the
produce of the land on the same day. Thus in Joshua 5:10-12 we have a situation where Abib 14 wasa
Sabbath day. Abib 15 then became not only the day high day of the festival but also the day of the
waving of the firstfruits.

This is a brief study of this broad topic, for a more detailed study see biblicalcalendar.org

Tony B Suckla
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