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Festivals of the Seventh month 2010

  The new moon of the seventh month will be seen on Oct. 9 thus making Oct. 10 the day of Trumpets(Yom Teruah).  The day of Atonement will be on Oct. 19, and Tabernacles will then be Oct. 24-31.  These dates are one month later than many others because these dates start the Scriptural year with the first new moon after the vernal equinox.  For those who kept the feast already we wish you the best and may we all continue to study this issue and come to the understanding that Yahweh would want us to have. 
Sukkot Feast Sites for Andhra Pradesh for those doing the feast on Oct. 24-31:
Vishakhapatnam – G. Raja Prasad – 8121386997
Lankapalem, W.G. dt. – M. David – 8897110681

Tanuku, W.G. dt. – K. Iesu Dass, G. Karunakar – 9247875995

Palakolu, W.G. dt. – M. Hariem – 9440434157

Tuni, Vizak dt. – K. Yadidiyah - 9290007217

Gorantla, Guntur dt.- G. Samson – 8978501407
Manchili, W.G. dt. A.P. – K. Moses – 9885055981

Assemblies of Yahweh Ministries Annual Body meeting, Oct. 17, 2010.

  Each year in the month of October the Assemblies of Yahweh Ministries are required by their registration rules to have an Annual Body meeting.  All members of the body are required to attend as far as possible; one half the members are required to be present for a quorum.  If any member cannot be present they should call G. Raja Prasad at the number above before the meeting.  Voting on the Executive committee members, adding or deleting members, general information of interest to the body, etc… are all issue to be discussed.  Plus, this year it would be good to discuss the making of a calendar for the next year, the Hebrew Roots Telugu Bible project, and any other pertinent issues that we have time for can also be discussed.
The meeting will start promptly at 10am.  Travel expenses will be provided for the body members that come on time.  No travel expenses will be given to any member that comes after 10:15am.  Present body members are listed below.  
1. G. Raja Prasad, President, Visakhapatnam.; 2. MPS Raju, Reddy Polavaram Vice President, W.G. Dt.; 3. Y. Sunith Premanand, General Secretary, Hyderabad; 4. G. Sarojini, Joint Secretary, Vizak.; 5. Tony B. Suckla, Treasurer, Kambotlapalem, W.G. dt.; 6. M. Hariem, Joint Treasurer Palakol, W.G. dt.; 7. B. Aquilla, Lankapalem, W.G. dt.; 8. D. Devasahayam, Ayyapapagudem, W.G. dt.; 9. br. Vivek, Warangal dt.; 10. D. Samuel Paul, Rajamundry, E.G. dt.; 11. David Mandru, Abirajupalem, W.G. dt.; 12. M. Eliyah, Khammam, Khammam dt. 13. K. John Babu, Vizak.; 14. M. Madhu Babu, Gopalapuram, EG dt.; 15. N. Mani Kumar, Kakinada, EG dt.; 16. K. Moses, Manchili, W.G. dt.; 17. B. Prabhu Dass, Srikakulam dt.; 18. B. Prasad, Seethamcheruvu, W.G. dt.; 19. P. Premramanada, Vaddadi, Vizak dt.; 20. K. Raja Rao, Elamanchili, W.G. dt., 21. M. Ranadhir, Illandu, Khamman dt.; 22. R. Ratna Paul, Rampuram, Khamman dt.; 23. V. Nova, Mandaville, Krishna, dt. 24. G. Samson, Gorantla, Guntur dt.; 25. P. Solomon Raju, Palakolu, W.G. dt.; 26. V. Abino, Rajamundry, E.G. dt.; 27. Kakara Yadidiyah, Payakarao peta, Vizak dt.; 28. G. Karunakar, Tanuku, W.G. dt.; 29. DSVM Raju, Kambotlapalem, W.G. dt. 30. K. Moshe, Mandavalle, Krishna dt.; 31. P. John Keats, Kambotlapalem, W.G. dt.; 32. P. Swarna Latha, Kambotlapalem, W.G. dt.; 33. Y. Yeremiah, Kalakota, Khamman dt. 34. G. Vijay, Vizak. 35. K. Iesu Dass, Tanuku, W.G. dt. 36. P. Prakash, Vizak dt. 37.  T. Ratna Babu, Kalakota, Khammam dt.  38.  E. George, Rajamundry, E.G. dt.  39.  D. Joel, Hyderabad
The Biblical Calendar,  by Tony B. Suckla
  Today in modern calendars there will be many important dates such as Independence Day, birthdays of important leaders, memorial days of various occasions, and festival days for spiritual reasons.  All these important days are observed on the exact right day.  To observe these days of memorial on another day than the day that the country has decreed would be unacceptable by the leaders of that country.    

  Likewise, the Almighty has days of memorial that He has set apart for us to keep, and to ignore His instructions and keep according to our own choosing is disobedience in His eyes.  We should observe Yahweh’s holy days on the exact day He has prescribed.  The days that Yahweh has set apart to be observed as memorials are only blessed by the Almighty when we observe them in accordance with His directions.  If we observe a spiritual day other than how and when the Almighty has said that we should observe it, then we have made up our own day of worship rather than observing the set apart day of our Creator.  
  The Scriptures tell us that Yahweh is, “merciful, patient, forgiving, overlooking of ignorance” Ex. 34:6,7;  Acts 17:30.  If someone is following in a way that is wrong but they are sincere in wanting to know truth, eventually Yahweh will reveal what is true to them.  Truth will be revealed to all who continue to seek with a will to obey, Jere. 29:13;  Jn. 17:17;  Yacob(James)1:5. 
  If someone is sincerely observing Sunday as the Sabbath, even though they are sincere, Sunday is not the Sabbath day, thus they are living in disobedience to their Creator and losing out on the fullest blessings they could have.  If someone is observing Sunday as the Sabbath knowing this is not the seventh day, they will be held accountable to Yahweh for their presumptuous disobedience.  

  The same thought will hold true for Yahweh’s appointed annual days, man should seek to come in harmony with Yahweh’s timing rather than following traditions of man.  Ps. 133:1-3 says, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!  2It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 3As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there Yahweh commanded His blessing, even life for evermore.”   The unity of Yahweh’s people is like a sweet smelling, holy oil that blesses all with a heavenly influence.  It is ordained of 
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Yahweh as the priesthood of Aaron was.  One of the functions of the Levitical priesthood was to “teach the 
children of Israel all the statutes which Yahweh has spoken unto them by the hand of Moshe.” Lev. 10:11
The Levitical priests were the ones that were to announce the beginning of the months, Num. 10:8,10, “And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the trumpets; and they shall be to you for an ordinance for ever throughout your generations… and in your solemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, ye shall blow with the trumpets…”.  So what calendar did the Levitical priesthood teach the people?  The Levites taught the people what Moshe taught them, so we might well ask “what calendar did Moshe received from YHWH?”
The Scriptural day

  Gen. 1:14 says, the lights in the heavens are to “serve as signs to mark festivals, days and years””.  The Scriptural 
day begins with the sighting of the light of the moon and stars in the sky, Gen. 1:16; Ps. 136:9;  Neh. 4:21, 22; Jer. 31:35.  The moon is not always visible so the emphasize has to be on the stars.  
The Scriptural month

  As the day begins with the sighting of the light of the stars in the heavens so the Scriptural month begins with the sighting of the light of the crescent moon after one to three days of darkness.  Much historical evidence from the nation of Ysrael confirms that anciently the month began with the sighting of the visible crescent moon.  Around the years 800AD the Jewish leaders of the Theological seminaries in Sura and Pumbedita, Persia(Iraq) invented a new calendar similar to the original calendar that had set days for the beginning of the months that were no longer dependent on the sighting of the visible crescent moon.  This calendar was in time adopted by the majority of the Jewish community and it is still in use today, commonly known as the Rabbinical Calendar.  Gen. 1:14 says that the lights in the heavens set the times for the years;  the year would start with the first month and thus the month has to start with the light of the moon, not the arbitrary calculation of man.  
The Scriptural year

  The start of the Scriptural year will also need to be based upon the lights in the heavens, to be in harmony with Gen. 1:14.  What about the sun and moon could directly influence the start of the year?  The growth of the barley would only be an indirect influence.  The only regularly occurring signs of the sun are the equinoxes and solstices.  According to Ex. 12:2 the start of the year is to come around the time of spring, thus the Vernal Equinox would be the sign of light in the sky that would determine the start of the Scriptural year. 
  In the years 472BC – 400BC there were Yahudim(Jews) living in Elephantine Egypt that wrote letters to the Jews in Yarushalaim.  This was the time that Ezra and Nehemiah were helping to rebuild Yarushalaim after the Babylonian captivity.  These letters are still existent today as the area of Elephantine was very dry.  These letters are known as the Elephantine papyri and they are double dated with both the Egyptian calendar date and the date that the Jews were at that time using for their purposes also.  During this 72 year period the calendar that the Jews used always started the year with the first new crescent moon on or after the Vernal Equinox.  “Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of Yahweh, and to teaching in Ysrael its statutes and judgements.”  Ezra 7:10  Ezra, the priest, knew the law and recent history of the Yahudim from Yarushalaim and Ezra followed a calendar that started the year with first new moon on or after the Vernal Equinox.  We have no historical record of there ever being any controversy amongst the Levitical priests as to the calendar timings.  Neither is there any historical record of any changes in the calendar from the time of Ezra and Nehemiah to the beginning of the first century, thus this is also the calendar that would have been followed in the time of Yahshua Mashiach.  
  In Ezra 6:15 and Neh. 6:15 we see the Jews using Babylonian month names in Yarushalaim.  Historical records show that the Babylonian calendar starting in 499BC also started with the first new crescent moon on or after the vernal equinox.  Why did the Babylonian calendar change in 499BC to starting the year with the first visible crescent on or after the Vernal Equinox?  Maybe this was due to the Hebrew influence of the Jews in Babylon during this time.  After the Babylonian captivity the Jews started using the Babylonian month names for their calendar also.  The Jews would not do this unless their calendar dates were the same, otherwise there would have been great confusion.  Thus we have solid historical evidence showing how the calendar was started in Biblical times.   
  Jer. 6:16 says, “Thus saith Yahweh, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.”
  In relation to the Biblical calendar the old path would be the one that was used in the Tanak(Old Testament) and Brit Chadashah(New Testament).  Thus the calendar ordained by Yahweh, given to Moshe, used anciently by the priests of Ysrael, used by Ezra and Nehemiah, and followed by Yahshua Mashiach would be a calendar that starts the years with the first new visible crescent on or after the Vernal Equinox.  This calendar was in use by the Jews throughout the Biblical period and was only changed sometime after the destruction of Yarushalaim in 70AD when the priestly Sanhedrin was destroyed.   
  In this brief article I have only scratched the surface of this broad subject, for full documentation and explanation of the above concepts I highly recommend one to see the website www.biblicalcalendar for a more in depth study of this issue.  The Treatise on the Biblical Calendar, second edition, by Herb Solinsky can be downloaded from the above website.  Herb is a Messianic Jewish believer that has devoted about 40 years of study to the issue of knowing the Biblical calendar that Elohim gave to Moshe.  
Prayer Shawls available

If anyone would like to have a Jewish style prayer Shawl, br M. Madhu Babu in Rajamundry is having some made up that have the Tzit-Tzits attached(Num. 15:37-41).  Price:600Rs.  Call 9959683503 for more info.
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